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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The December General Meeting will be held at the National 
Library for the Blind, 18, Tufton Street, Westminster, on 
Wednesday, 8th December, at 7.30 p.m. Miss O. I. Prince, the 
librarian, will deliver an address on the work of the Library. 
During the evening musical selections on the pianoforte will be 
given by Mr. H. V. Spanner, Mus. Bac., who is in charge of the 
music section. The chair will be occupied by Mr. J. D. Stewart, 
Vice-President of the Association. 

The National Library for the Blind has been doing such an excellent work 
in the provision of literature for the blind that it needs no introduction to our 
members. Miss Prince has had much experience in her work, and the sub- 
ject is one of greater importance to-day than it has ever been before. Those 
who have not yet visited this interesting special library should certainly take 
the opportunity now afforded. It is easily reached from all parts of London 
and district. Mr. Spanner has entertained us on previous occasions, and we 
know from past experience that wecan expect from him a feast of good things. 
The Council hopes that there will be a good attendance on this occasion. 


Published Monthly 





Arrangements for 1921. 


Meetings. 


Jan. 19th “Impressions of the L.A.A. from a Provincial Point 
of View.” Papers by Messrs. Richards (Bethnal 
Green) and Wilson (Tottenham), at Shoreditch 
Central Library, Pitfield Street, Hoxton, N., Mr. 
W.C. Plant, Borough Librarian, presiding. 

Feb. 16th “ Libraries and Adult Education.” “Address by Mr. 
G. D. H. Cole, at Islington Central Library, Hollo- 
way Road, N. 7. 

Mar. 23rd “ The Library Policy of the Carnegie Trust.” Address 
by Lt.-Col. J. M. Mitchell, O.B.E., M.C., B.A., 
Secretary of the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust. 
(The place of meeting will be announced later.) 

April 20th “Dr. Johnson.” Address by Mrs. Rowell, of Dr. 
Johnson’s House, 17, Gough Square, Fleet Street, 
where the meeting will be held. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


Monthly Meeting. 


On Thursday, December 16th, at 5 p.m., a meeting will be 
held at the School of Oriental Studies, Finsbury Circus, E.C. 2. 
At 5.30, Sir E. Denison Ross, C.I.E., will read a paper on the 
work of the School and the development of the library. Later, 
the Certificates obtained at the May, 1920, examination will be 
presented to successful candidates. Visitors will be welcome ; 
names of those intending to be present should be sent to the 
Secretary, Caxton Hall, by December 13th. 


Examination. 


The examination announced for December, 1920, will be held 
during the week commencing December 13th, as follows :— 

Monday, Classification ; Tuesday, Cataloguing ; Wednesday, 
Library Organisation; Thursday, Library Routine; Friday, 
Literary History ; Saturday, Bibliography. 

The Preliminary Examination will be held on December 15th. 


E. C. KYTE, Secretary, L.A. 


The End of a Volume.—The Council has decided that the 
present volume shall be closed at the end of 1921. Will readers 
kindly note this fact ? We are also reminded that by the time the 
present issue appears in print we shall be within easy reach of 
Christmas. May we therefore beallowed to take this opportunity 
of wishing all our readers a very happy and enjoyable Christmas. 


Our Appointments Column.—In future it is proposed to 
add to our record of changes and appointments the salaries 
attaching to the positions. It is thought that this addition may 
be interesting as an indication of the general trend of salaries. 
Will readers please note this fact when sending us notices of 
appointments ? 


Salaries.—Our readers will be interested to learn that so 
far as public library assistants are concerned, the Council of the 
Library Assistants’ Association has agreed to accept the recom- 
mendations of the National Joint Council for Local Authorities 
Administrative, Technical and Clerical Services, Grades A and B, 
which consists of a basic salary plus the current Civil Service 
War Bonus. For chief, deputy, and sub librarians a separate 
scale has been prepared by the Library Association for the 
consideration of the National Joint Council at an early date. At 
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the moment of writing we have no knowledge of the lines of this 
scale, but we understand that it is a liberal one, and likely to give 
general satisfaction to the officers concerned. We shall com- 
municate further information at the earliest possible moment. 


THE RURAL LIBRARY CONFERENCE. 


A Rural Library Conference, convened by the Carnegie 
United Kingdom Trust, was held at the College of Pre- 
ceptors, Bloomsbury Square, on November 2nd and 3rd. 


In the unavoidable absence of Sir William Robertson 
(who arrived later in the day), Lt.-Col. J. M. Mitchell, 
Secretary of the Trust, presided, and opened the proceed- 
ings by welcoming the delegates and explaining the purpose 
of the Conference. He pointed out how necessary it was 
that libraries should be available in the rural districts, 
as it was important that the farmers and labourers who 
had been demobilised from the army (where they had 
enjoyed many advantages which had enlarged their outlook), 
should not become discontented with country life. 


Mr. A. L. Hetherington, M.A., the former Secretary to 
the Trust, then dealt with the early history of the Rural 
Library Movement, followed by Lt.-Col. Mitchell, who out- 
lined the present policy of the Trust, dealing with the legal 
and financial aspect of the question. In the course of his 
remarks, Col. Mitchell said that the Trust was prepared to 
make a grant to all County Councils for the establishment 
of a system of rural libraries, such grant to cover the capital 
charges for the provision of books, shelving, and all acces- 
sories ; but there would be, in future, no grant for mainten- 
ance, that being the business of the County Council. He 
said the average grant amounted to about £2,000, and the 
basis on which such grants were made was according to the 
elementary school population of the county, allowing one 
volume per5 of such population. Dealing with the question 
of trained librarians and salaries, Col. Mitchell said it was 
necessary to appoint a trained librarian to take charge 
of these rural schemes, and said that the Trust made ita 
condition that if a county accepted a grant they should 
appoint a trained librarian at a salary of not less than £300 
per annum. In reply to a question by Mr. W. B. Thorne, 
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Colonel Mitchell said that the Trust only suggested this 
salary as a minimum, and expected the larger counties to 
offer more. 

Mr. R. D. Macleod (Dunfermline), then read an admir- 
able paper on the county bookstore, dealing with its 
establishment, cataloguing, classification, and statistical 
records. He said that it was found that a store of an 
average size of 1075 square feet was sufficient to house up 
to 15,000 volumes. On the question of stock, he said that he 
advocated 25 per cent. of total stock being left in the store 
after all boxes had been despatched; this 25 per cent. to be 
left for special requests or emergencies. He also gave a 
large number of other useful data, and advocated a printed 
catalogue in dictionary form, well annotated, being circu- 
lated, from which the village librarians could select books ; 
he considered Dewey the best system of classification to 
adopt. The paper provoked a good discussion, in which the 
pros and cons of the provision of a printed catalogue seemed 
to be the chief points. 


At the afternoon session further papers on the organisa- 
tion and administration of rural libraries were read. Mr. 
R. Wright (Wiltshire), dealt with the internal organisation, 
i.e., choice of books for adults and juveniles, their cost and 
methods of purchase. He estimated that for a population 
of 100,000, the minimum should be 12,000 books, which 
would cost about £2,500. He thought it was necessary to 
select from modern writers, and urged that no book of 
literary merit should be excluded on account of its subject 
matter. A good discussion followed, the majority of 
speakers emphasising the fact that people in rural areas did 
not want only books dealing with agriculture, and several 
urged the importance of providing poetry and other works 
of the imagination freely. Lord Bledisloe lamented the 
fact that it'was very difficult to get country folk to read at 
all, and suggested that there was room for a new type of 
rural author, in the style of Thomas Hardy, but in a simpler 
vein, who could blend subjects of an agricultural nature 
with human interest. 


Mr. Duncan Gray (Warwickshire) then discussed the 
question of suitable boxes, shelving, book covers, labels, 
binding and repairing. In the discussion arising from this 
paper, several speakers favoured the Venesta book box, in 
use in Staffordshire and Gloucestershire, specimens of which 
were on view, and seemed eminently suitable for the purpose. 
Mr. W. H. Household (Secretary, Gloucestershire Education 
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Committee) followed with an excellent paper on “ Transport 
problems.” He dealt with the relative cost of railway, 
carrier, and motor transport, and gave a large number of 
figures in support of his statements. He was not quite sure 
which was the cheapest means, but he favoured motor 
transport, and thought that in the long run it would prove 
economical. The Conference then adjourned till the follow- 
ing day. 

Lt.-Col. Mitchell presided at the morning session on 
November 3rd, and the first paper was by Miss E. S. Haldane, 
J.P. (Perthshire), in which distribution of books by schools, 
clubs and institutes, lectures, methods of propaganda work, 
etc., were discussed. She advocated the circulation of 
leaflets explaining the aims of rural libraries, and suggested 
that meetings should be held in each district, with an address 
or talk by the librarian or other competent person. The 
work of volunteers, such as members of the local library 
committee, should be encouraged, and lectures should be 
organised for rural districts just as they are in towns. She 
thought there was a great future for rural libraries, and 
urged that they should become an integral part of our 
educational system. 


Mr. R. Wright (Wiltshire), then proposed a resolution, 
seconded by Lord Bledisloe, asking the Carnegie Trust to 
extend their interest in rural libraries by preparing a list of 
best books for libraries. After some discussion the resolution 
was carried. 


Mr. Frank Pacy (Honorary Secretary of the Library 
Association), next read a paper on the “ Possibility of mutual 
arrangement between county schemes and (a) Borough 
libraries, (b) Special libraries,’ followed by Mr. Albert 
Mansbridge on the Central Library for Students and the 
relation of rural libraries to the Workers’ Education Asso- 
ciation. The final session occupied the afternoon, Sir 
William Robertson being in the chair. The Rt. Hon. H. A. L. 
Fisher, M.P. (President of Board of Education), had hoped 
to give an address on “ The educational debt of honour”, 
but his parliamentary duties unfortunately prevented him 
from being present. The Rt. Hon. J. R. Clynes, M.P., gave 
a very able address on the rural library in its wider relations 
with adult education in the counties. He said he attached 
the greatest importance to the rural library movement. 
There were only about 100 people in every 1,000 between the 
ages of 16 and 23 in the kingdom who were getting any 
education and that was a serious thing for the State. He 
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would like to see an educated working class who would be 
able and anxious to enjoy the best literature, the best music 
and the best art, for until they got the masses of men turned 
more into the type of gentleman (in the real meaning of the 
word) than at present, the country would be faced with great 
danger. 


We understand that the proceedings of the Conference 
will shortly be published in permanent form; this will form 
a useful reference work for all interested in the rural library 
movement. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


INAUGURAL MEETING. 


The Inaugural Meeting of the 26th session was held at the Royal Society 
of Medicine, on Wednesday, i3th October, by the kind permission of Sir 
John Y.W. MacAlister, who also provided light refreshments. There wasa large 
attendance, and most of those present availed themselves of the opportunity 
afforded for examining the features and treasures of the library before the 
proceedings proper. The chair was occupied by Mr. Allen, Deputy 
Education Officer to the London County Council, who expressed his pleasure 
at presiding on this occasion. In the course of his remarks, Mr. Allen said 
that we were not only serving the democracy, but we were forming the 
democracy. ‘It was for us to create the democracy of the future, and 
therefore our position was even superior to that of the ordinary official's 
position, because we, as educationists and librarians, had opportunities not 
open to the ordinary official. It was a great thing to be able to feel, even in 
the mere routine, that there was always something big behind it. We were 
in a constructive service, and it was very important that the education and 
the library services should co-operate. Both were out for building the 
citizens of the future, and the London County Council had always been 
ready to co-operate with all the splendid work that had been carried out in 
London under our aegis. The position had recently been made more 
important by the publication of the Third Interim Keport of the Adult 
Education Committee. The Board of Education was now the centre for 
libraries. On the question of relationships with local education authorities 
there had been a good deal of disqussion, but whatever differences there 
might be we always wanted to shake hands across the table and work hand 
in hand. This was what the London County Council was aiming at, and all the 
co-operation we could give would be welcomed, especially co-operation in 
helping the children. 


Mr. Pacy then read the paper submitted by him at the Norwich 
Conference, entitled ‘‘ The New Opportunity.’’* The paper was received 
with keen interest, and there was afterwards a good discussion, contributed 
to by Messrs. Thorne, Sayers, Stewart, Bolton, and others. The meeting 
terminated with the usual votes of thanks. 


* See Report of Proceedings, L.A.R., Oct., 1920, p. 325. 
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NoRTH EASTERN BRANCH. 


The Annual Meeting of the 12th Session was held at Gateshead on the 
29th September, 1920. The attendance was one of the largest in the history 
of the Branch. Through the kindness of the Committee of the Shipley Art 
Gallery, members met at the Gallery to inspect the interesting building and to 
hear an address by the Curator on its history and contents. Gateshead's 
Librarian, Mr. R. Lillie, F.L.A., and the Chairman of the Library Com- 
mittee, Councillor Fallow, received the visitors, after which the Curator, Mr. 
Young, very clearly described the plan and arrangements of the Gallery, and 
proceeded to talk to everyone's interest and profit about the pictures and their 
painters. He was heartily thanked for his address. 


Tea followed at the Town Hall, provided by the kindness of the Chairman 
of the Library Committee. Interesting speeches were made by the Chairman 
himself, by the Mayor, Alderman Clough, and by Alderman Armour. The 
Hon. Secretary responded. 

The business meeting and evening session were afterwards held in the 
Town Hall. The result of the ballot was announced. The only nominations 
received were for the position of Vice-Chairman, and Mr. G. G. Clark, Sub- 
Librarian, West Hartlepool, was declared elected. 


Owing to a prior engagement, the Chairman of the Branch, Mr. E. 
Pearson, was unable to attend, and Mr. W, H. Gibson, Newcastle, was voted 
to the chair for the remainder of the meeting. The Honorary Secretary then 
read his Annual Report. In it he said that the year had seen a growing 
interest in our work, and the meetings had shown a welcome return to more 
normal conditions. Successful meetings had been held at South Shields, at 
Newcastle, and at Sunderland. At South Shields Dr. Baker attended to 
explain the new scheme of library training. At Newcastle, professional 
education was again the chief topic, and the speaking reached a high mark of 
excellence. At Sunderland, the well-planned Branch Libraries again proved 
an attraction. It was there also that the inevitability of an increased sub- 
scription was accepted with decent grace, but was not allowed to mar an 
otherwise excellent programme. Many changes had taken place during the 
year in the membership. Some members had been appointed to libraries 
outside the area, more had left the profession, and a few had dropped out 
owing toa more or less discontented feeling with things in general. Itisa 
matter for congratulation that these last did not number more. There cannot 
have been worse conditions in any branch of work than in that of libraries 
during the past year; but now that things area little brighter it is to be hoped 
that these assistants will rally again and come to realise that ease in general 
conditions of living does not infallibly mean happiness, but that even if we 
have to work for what is considered inadequate pay, we need, to help us to 
bear that, an interest in our work. The membership stood at 50. This 
number, it should be remembered, is drawn from a district containing only 
eight library systems. Of these eight one is so far away that we have not yet 
had the pleasure of seeing a representative at our meetings, although the staff 
there has lovally provided members for some years; and another library has 
not a single member in our Association. It is surprising that a staff should 
elect to cut itself off from all outside professional intercourse. The Honorary 
Treasurer's report showed a balance in hand on the year’s working of £1 7s. 5d. 


The Annual Report was adopted. 


Three papers formed the programme of the Evening Session which fol- 
lowed. Mr. G. G. Clark, Sub-Librarian, West Hartlepool, read a very com- 
prehensive paper on ‘‘The Popularizing of Public Libraries.’’ Mr. Clarke 
had obviously given much thought to the subject, and his younger auditors, 
at least, must have wondered at the many ways by which a library can court 
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recognition. Mr. A. Rennie, Gateshead Public Library, followed with a 
paper on ‘‘ Juvenile Libraries."’ Again it was evident that the subject was 
congenial. As it was known that the Gateshead library authorities were to 
launch a scheme of children’s libraries this winter, interest in the paper was 
keen. Clear and individual views on ‘‘ The Library Assistant'’ (species) 
were next enunciated by Mr. E. Patterson, of Armstrong College Library, 
Newcastle. This brought a long programme to a successful conclusion. Our 
best thanks were paid to the Gateshead Librarian and his staff for the enthu- 
siastic work they had put in to the arrangements for our comfort and interest. 


I. BricGs, Honorary Secretary. 





SouTH COAsT BRANCH. 


Another very successful meeting was held by the above Branch at the 
Worthing Public Library, on Wednesday, October 27th, about 24 members 
and friends being present. 

Tea was kindly provided by the Chairman of the Library Committee. 

At the general meeting which followed, Councillor Bennett took the 
chair, and after a few remarks called upon Miss E. Gerard, Sub-Librarian, 
Worthing, to read a paper entitled ‘‘ A plea for the teaching of elementary 
bibliography in schools."’ 

Miss G. Dean, Senior Assistant, Worthing, also gave a paper, entitled 
‘* The literary taste of the average borrower.’’ Both papers were thoroughly 
appreciated and a long and interesting discussion ensued, those taking part 
including the Chairman, Miss Frost, Miss Bokenham (late of the Toronto 
Library), Miss Young (Brighton), and Messrs. Piper (Winchester), Lynn 
(Portsmouth), and Webb and Male (Brighton). 

During the evening the Chairman presented several certificates gained by 
members of the Branch at the last Library Association Examination. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman, the Worthing Museum and Art 
Gallery Committee, Miss Frost and the Worthing Staff concluded a very 
happy evening. 

The next Meeting of the Branch will be held at Brighton in January, of 
which due notice will be given. 

ERNEST MALE, Honorary Secretary. 





NEW MEMBERS. 


Miss E. G. ANDERSON (Bethnal Green); P. W. T. BENNETT (Totten- 
ham); Miss L. M. BurpEN (Bethnal Green); C. H. Rock (Hornsey), 
H. G. Sparks (Hackney). 





CHANGES AND APPOINTMENTS. 


* H. E. Roser, senior assistant, Hornsey, to be senior assistant, 
Tottenham. 


*A. H. Yates, F.L.A., senior assistant, Tottenham, to be deputy 
librarian. 


* Member, L.A.A. 
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